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One of the greatest phenoinenons 
of our age has been the recognition 
of Sanctity of those who have ful- 
filled their Christian mission in the 
Far East. Among them is Blessed 
Alberic Crescitelli, recently beatified 
and whose dramatic life and martyr- 
dom in China at the turn of the 
century are vividly portrayed in this 
volume, 



















Order your copy today 
from: 


MISSIONARIES OF 
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 
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STILL PANTING from the we. 
“to-do” and participation in the | ; 
third annual FIESTA OF NA- » 
TIONS sponsored by*the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Missionaries of 
Ss. Peter and Paul, the CL. staff 
and friends hasten to congratu- 
late the ladies on the completion 
of their yearly project to benefit 
the PIME Missionaries and their * 
work overseas. Held on the 
24th of June in the spacious 
Memorial Hall at the University 
of Detroit Campus, special salvos 
of gratitude are due Mrs. Arthur 
Kerwin, honorary president of 
the Auxiliary and Mrs. James 
Markle, acting chairman in en- |& 
gineering the benefit to a suc- |% 
cessful conclusion. And indeed Fy 
no small quantities of thanks are 
also due the husbands, fathers, 
brothers, sons, in-laws of all 
shapes and sizes for their part 
in helping the good ladies pro- 
mote the FIESTA. 

Fun, frolic and festivity char- 
acterized the colorful FIESTA OF 
NATIONS and among its main 
attractions were numbered the 
T.V. celebrity, RICKY the clown, 
and BAMBINO, his genial little 
donkey. Spine tingling demon- 
strations of the Japanese art of 
self-defense, better known as 
JUDO, as performed by members 
of the DETROIT POLICE ASSO- 
CIATION were other featured 
items on the big day to entertain 
FIESTA on-lookers. 
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%| Slightly numbed by the scope 
“2 of the grand affair, the Detroit 
=: PIME contingent and several of 
* their Seminarians from Colum- 
> bus to lend brawn for the setting 
5 up of the FIESTA, are still trying 
“| to catch their breath. But they'll 
= have 12 months to get back to 
* normal as will volunteers from 
» the DETROIT CATHOLIC WRIT- 
~ ERS and other groups who gave 
4 generously of time and effort to 
» make the event a successful one. 
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Ricky the Clown and Bambino, his 
genial little donkey, with Mrs. Arthur 
Kerwin and Father N. Maestrini, 
Provincial Superior of the PIME Mis- 
sionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul. 


Satisfied that a good job has 
been done, all have that same 
old look in their eyes these days, 
bees are buzzing in bonnets, — 
ideas are being proposed and 
plans laid. While still gasping 
for breath from the work done 
on June 24th last, believe it or 
not, there are quite a few folks 
already thinking about an even 
more successful fourth FIESTA 
OF NATIONS to be held next 
year. 
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This is Margaret. 


They ring across 

the border to the north 
and each tolling of the 
bells is a prayer 

for the persecuted 


in Red China. 


The 


CARDINAL SPELLMAN has 
many friends in the Far East. 
The reason: New York's travel- 
ing Prince of the Church has 
shown on-the-spot, person-to- 
person interest in the religious 
growth of and the desperate 
fight waged by the still free 
nations on the periphery of Red 
dominated Asia. Not a few of 
his well-wishers can be found in 
Hong Kong where his generosity 
is remembered, among them the 
parishioners of St. Joseph's 
Church of Fanling and its pas- 
tor, Father Joseph Poletti, PIME. 

Built in 1953 with initial 
financial assistance from New 
York's Cardinal on a plot of land 
given by a non-Catholic friend, 
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Cardinal Spellman pays 


) that colony. 
PANLING 


St. Joseph's stands today a sym- 
bol of religious growth and of 
resistance to Marxist heresy. 
» The same symbolism can be 
found in St. Joseph's bells which 
can be heard over the lovely sur- 


. rounding countryside and across 
r the Chinese-Hong Kong border 
a bridge, still echoing with the 
of \ footsteps of thousands of re- 
me ligious “expelled forever’’ from 
'Y the China they loved and 
served. It is significant that the 
. bells should be heard as far as 
this fateful bridge, for to its Hong 
E. Kong side, St. Joseph's pastor 
al j has jorneyed innumerable times 
ea to meet new “exiles.” Even the 
2 Red Chinese sentries on the op- 


posite side of the bridge look up 





Arriving by Sampan at Junk Bay, 
another 
visit to the destitute refugees of 


when they hear the putt-putt of 
his motorcycle and say to each 
other, “here comes the janitor.” 
To them, the expelled priests, 
brothers and nuns are the 
sweepings of Red China. 

On Easter Sunday last, St. 
Joseph's bells, which once rang 
from old St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, demolished during the 
Japanese occupation to make 


way for an enlarged airfield at 
Kai-Tek, were joined in their 


song by a big sister, Margaret. 
Proudly, this gift of an anony- 
mous donor and her little sisters 
ring away each Sunday, sum- 
moning St. Joseph's steadily in- 


creasing congregation to wor- 
ship. Six years ago when Father 
Poletti rented a part of a house 
in Fanling as headquarters for 
his missionary duties there, the 
Catholics of his flock numbered 
only ten. Today there are nearly 
five hundred with 70 others re- 
ceiving instructions. The con- 
stant stream of visitors on Sun- 
days and during the week has 
moreover made St. Joseph's a 
pilgrimage center with a visit to 
the beautiful grotto of Our Lady 
a must on every visitor's list. 
Simply designed, St. Joseph's 
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is attractive and functional with 
its restful pleasant interior and 
strong granite block walls. To 
it are attached quarters for the 
priest and those of the cate- 
chists. Nearby is the small con- 
vent of the Chinese Sisters of the 
Precious Blood. 

Father Poletti agrees that fa- 
cilities are adequate for current 
parish activity but he’d hardly 
be a real missionary were he not 
to consider expanding in the 
near future. Father Poletti ad- 
mits that he is ambitious but 
thinks a badly needed school is 
not an unreasonable require- 
ment to be looked into soon. He 
candidly observes that the Mar- 
garet and her little sisters will 
ring much more merrily once 
that requirement has been taken 
care of. 
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A general view of the Hong Kong- 
Red China border area. The narrow 
river runs along making the border. 
The famous bridge to which Father 
Poletti has so frequently journeyed 
can be seen at the left. 


Waiting, rain or shine, for the re- 
ligious and priests exiled from China. 
Off to the border to see who ar- 
rives today. 





. pime 


Seminarians 


TROUBADOR, knight, beggar, founder of one of the Church’s 
great religious orders, — Francis Bernadone, better known as 


St. Francis of Assisi, was also a missionary. Traveling to the 
Muslem-held Land of the Holy Sepulchre, he dared to bring 
the message of Christ into the very Courts of the Moslem 
rulers. But despite his daring as a missionary, St. Francis 
did not have the courage to receive Holy Orders, judging him- 
self unworthy of such an honor. Others might, thought 
Francis, but not he, and throughout his lifetime he had noth- 
ing but the highest respect for any and all ordained as priests 
of God. 


ADMITTEDLY, no man is truly worthy of the miraculous 
and awesome role of priest, and yet if the Kingdom of God on 
earth is to spread as it must, then we must also have priests, 
and especially missionary priests to teach the Gospel to the 


forgotten corners of the earth, — to bring the solace of the 
Sacraments to the faithful newly gathered into the Fold. 





THE SPIRITUAL and intellectual preparation of the PIME 


forgotten corners of the earth, — to bring the solace of the 
Sacraments to the faithful newly gathered into the Fold. 


THE SPIRITUAL and intellectual preparation of the PIME 
Seminarian for the great role of missionary priest is long and 
arduous, and in this regard, only his immediate superiors can 
help. But the Seminarian’s financial worries are another 
matter. As to these you can help. 


A BURSE is a fund established by PIME Missionaries of Ss. 
Peter and Paul friends and benefactors to help relieve qualified 
Seminarians of money concern while they are preparing for 
ordination. In contributing to such a burse or fund, you will 
not only share in St. Francis’ profound respect for the priest- 
hood but you will also reap great reward through the good 
works performed and the prayers said for you by the young 
man you help raise to the altar as missionary mediator be- 
tween God and man. 


MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER & PAUL 
121 East Boston Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


Dear Fathers: 


Enclosed is a gift of $ towards a burse to 
help defray the expenses of education and preparation of some young 
PIME Seminarian as a priest of God in the Missions. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
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for centuries have claimed that the Near East ¢ 
the sii the great battle of Armegeddon. 
» battle is already being waged 
nflict involving the 


Berger 
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IN THE MIDDLE EAST I did not 
stay long enough to lose my 
courage to write about this fabu- 
lous right angle of the world 
where the Westerner feels under- 
stood, not only as regards his 
language, but his culture as 
well, and where he has to work 
hard if he wishes to reciprocate. 
Before going to the countries 
called Arab I tried to familiarize 
myself as much as possible with 
its geography and history and its 
political, social and religious 
problems through books, lectures 
and direct contact with “Arab” 
professors, diplomats, officers at 
the United Nations and students. 
However, on reaching the Middle 
East, which in fact is located in 
the Near East, reality exceeds 
knowledge and _ imagination. 


Jordan is a sea of bedouhins 
where the Old City of Jerusalem 
rises like a holy island. Leba- 


non with its French and Ameri- 
can universities and its Christian 
majority, is the link between the 
Middle East and the West. Egypt 
is the seat of its oldest cultural 
remains and here the visitor is 
met with an “exoticism’’ which 
is authentic and not fabricated 
for his benefit. Syria with its 
beautiful and large expanse of 
fertile lands and cities in which 
the spirit of the “1001 Nights” 
still lingers in the air, cannot be 
considered apart from Lebanon, 
which it complements so per- 
fectly. Unfortunately we could 
not go to Israel, as the Arab 
States do not permit entry into 
their countries to those bearing 
eli visas on their passports. 
The eyes of all the world turn 
anxiously to these beautiful, in- 
spiring but troubled lands. The 
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United Nations is concerned with 
their social, economic and politi- 
cal problems and the state of 
war between Arab nations and 
Israel. Economists, physicians, 
oil companies, historians, artists, 
tourists, people of good will who 
hope for world peace and the 
Vatican — which in Lebanon has 
named two cardinals — all en- 
deavor in their own way to alle- 
viate the sufferings and lessen 
the misunderstandings caused 
by the poignancy of the Middle 
East question, feeling that it is 
the responsibility of all of hu- 
manity and because a gigantic 
debt of gratitude towards the 
cradle of civilization and West- 
ern religion bows our heads. 


Contrary to what the Middle 
East appears to the outside 
world, where their representa- 
tives make common cause, here 
one sees great divisions. The 
aristocratic Egyptians are very 
proud of their origin which dates 
so far back that their ancestral 
line is lost in trackless antiquity. 
Their great civilization stopped 
progressing while the Arab Mos- 
lems and the Christians rose 
with youthful zest to great 
heights. At present the only 
country where a Christian can 
become president of the repub- 
lic, or prime minister, is Lebanon. 
The Christians, whose religion is 
five centuries older than the 
Moslems’, fear the latter's en- 
thusiasm for proselytizing and 
inclination towards theocracies 
which might turn the Christians 
into an insignificant minority in 
a predominantly Arab - Moslem 
world and push discrimination 
against them even further. This, 
unfortunately, makes them seem 
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aloof and considered unpatirotic 
and worst of all in the Catholics’ 
loyalty to Rome the others see 
something akin to treason. They 
hope for a peaceful understand- 
ing with Israel and a Lebanese 
high civil servant told me that 
in the Jewish State he saw a 
possibility for a balance of pow- 
er that may prevent the Mos- 
lems, and more specifically the 


/ 


_— * 
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eu 
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Ne 


ys rt at 
Moslem eae from taking 
over. He wanted it to be known 
that his ancestry was Phoenician 
rather than Arab. The over- 
population of Lebanon, the pov- 
erty of Jordan which makes it 
impossible for that kingdom by 
the Red Sea to live without 
British financial aid, the acute 
illiteracy of Egypt which shac- 
kles and practically makes im- 
possible 80% of its intelligent, 
gay and generous people, Syria's 
bitterness towards the French 
and British for splitting up Syria 
and Lebanon, thus depriving 
them of their vital Mediterran- 
ean coast, in addition to the 
racial and religious differences 
common to all the region, create 
the most tragic problems. 
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While we were in Cairo the 
newspapers devoted much space’ 
to Dag Hammarskjold’s visit, 
They referred to him in friendly” 
and respectful terms, voicing the 
hope that would help them reach = 
a new agreement with Israel) 
and that the United Nationg 
would increase its technical a 
sistance in the region. When [ 
asked an impulsive Egyptian 
businessman if the United Na- 
tions was popular in his country, | 
he replied without hesitation 
and smiling sweetly: ‘That de. 
pends on what is happening on 
the border with Israel.” The 
Semiramis Hotel, where Mgr 
Hammerskjold stayed and gave 
press conferences, is enormo 
and cosmopolitan, but it faces th 
historical Nile and is attende 
by scrupulously clean male servs 
ants wearing the whitest 
tunics and either a fez or a tum 
ban. Many of them have thre 
scars on either side of the fac 
They come from a Sudanese trib 
that believes that eye illness 
are avoided by means of 
cisions on the cheeks. 

As is the case in Spain and i 
Peru, the population of Egypt 
divided into three classes: th 
well-to-do who live in largé 
mansions with gardens or if 
luxurious modern apartment 
the poor who live in huts in e 
urban sectors or in the country 
and the middle class who no or 
knows exactly how nor on whe¢ 
they live. Here also, the respon 
sibility seems to fall on the m 
and is shared by only very few 
women. This in the end work 
against the latter. The me 
feeling most of the weight 
their shoulders, want to rese 
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Dag Hammarskjold conversing with 
Egypt's top government official, 


Premier Gamal Abdel Nasser in the 
interest of peace in the Near East. 





for themselves all the rights and 
privileges and to consider the 
other sex as an ornament, an 
object of pleasure and a neces- 
sity for the perpetuation of the 
race. Men get dowries from the 
brides’ fathers, can have up to 
four wives at a time and these 
are easily divorceable. 


From Alexandria we took a 
ship to Beirut. From there we 
motored to the Holy Land, hardly 
taking time to enjoy the beauti- 
ful Lebanese capital or fascinat- 
ing Damascus. At the beginning 
our young driver was silent to 
the point of sullenness. He told 
us that there was nothing of in- 
terest on the way. Little by little 
he became more expansive and 
in a skeleton, though poetic and 
well pronounced English, he 
told me about himself, his prob- 
lems, his bitterness and his 
aspirations, all of them insepar- 
ably linked to the State of Israel. 
He came from a family of Ortho- 
dox Christians. His father had 
died in the fights of 1948. Dur- 
ing those unhappy days he had 
lived through weeks without 
news of his family. After an- 
xious searchings he at last found 
them. There was no peace and 
still less future for them in their 
native land, and, while the 
Bedouhins had to resign them- 
selves to living in tents or huts 
and being maintained by the 
United Nations because of lack 
of preparation, he as well as the 
other Christians, emmigrated in 
order to lead an existence in 
keeping with human dignity. He 
himself went to Egypt, but as he 
did not meet with a warm re- 
ception, he left for Syria. For 
the Syrians he had only words 
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of praise and gratitude. Now, 
however, he wanted to try his 
luck in the United States, where 
some wealthy and kind hearted 
Americans were to vouch for 
him. On parting he told me of 
his hope that some day all the 
displaced Arabs would be al- 
lowed to return to their homes 
and that they and the Jews 
would once more live together 
in peace. 

The full moon had risen, the 
countryside was silent and un- 


Dr. Charles Malik, Lebanese Ambas- 
sador to the U. S. and U. N., one 
of the more effective arbitrators in 
Arab-Israeli disputes. 


eventful and we were far from 
suspecting that that was the eve 
of internal disturbances both in 
Jordan (public demonstrations 
against the Pact of Bagdad) and 
in Tel-Aviv where communists 
and anti-communists were to 
fight with stones and bottles — 
that in the Old City of Jerusalem 
shooting would be heard, that to 
the Egyptian frontier armed re- 
inforcements would arrive and 
that the Gate of Bab El Magarbe, 
which was to open at 4:30 in 
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the morning to let us out, would 
remain closed for another hour 
and that on the road from Jeru- 
salem to Damascus we were to 
see armed soldiers and even a 
small camouflaged reconnoiter- 
ing airplane. 

Returning to Jerusalem, the 
night we arrived moonlight 
flooded the atmosphere adding 
enchantment to the already in- 
effable Holy, City. When we 
went through the gates that 
were about to close in the walled 
city, which has been rebuilt 
eighteen times, it was as if we 
were entering into the kingdom 
of the Sleeping Beauty. In real- 
ity we were doing much more 
than that: we were entering the 
city where Our Lord had died for 
us. Everything there was peace: 
its medieval houses, its olives 
and cypress trees, its deserted 
laberinthine streets and its kind 
and gentle inhabitants. 


In the Basilica of the Holy 
Sepulchre, the most sacred place 
of Christendom, we again find 
this same duality of peace and 
love on the one hand and of 
tivalry reaching the point of 
hatred on the other. One has to 
recognize that only due to super- 
natural grace can this seemingly 
precarious position possibly be 
maintained. The door of the 
Church is hereditarily in the 
hands of Moslems and the main 
altar belongs to Orthodox Chris- 
tians, yet tho Franciscan monks, 
who in the fourteenth century 
entered this city, move about in 
perfect peace and freedom, say- 
ing mass, hearing confessions of 
touring visitors and receiving 
Pilgrims as if they were their 
own long awaited children. 
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' "THESE GOOD PEOPLE have 
S journeyed for more than 5,000 
» miles to help us win a battle for 
"life. Here in India out of every 
© thousand infants 160 die yearly 
either at birth or shortly there- 
alter. We may build welfare 
centers to help erase that trag- 
edy but it would remain indefi- 
) nitely with us were it not for 
" the devotion, the loving care im- 
parted by these dedicated peo- 
ple from overseas.’ So spoke 
Sri Kala Venkatrao, Minister of 
Public Health, Andra State, of 
the PIME Missionaries and their 

_ work. 
» The occasion prompting this 
) tribute of praise was the laying 


of the foundation stone of the 
new Catholic hospital at which 
400 distinguished guests were 
in attendance. 

The need for this hospital has 
been longstanding as our district 
is situated in the Godavary 
Delta area which is bounded by 
the sea and unpredictable river 
beds overflowing with torrents 
of rain water during the mon- 
soon season but parched with 
red hot sand at other times. Al- 
ways difficult to cross, the feat 
is impossible for expectant moth- 
ers whose need for proper care 
can arise periodically or at only 
a moment's notice. More than 
a million inhabitants of the God- 


by V. Pagano, PIME 
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Bringing materials from afar to be 


used in the building of the hospital. Strong foundations are needed in 
areas frequently inundated by flood- 
ing waters. 





avary Delta will indeed breath 
a sigh of relief when the struc- 
ture is at last completed. Though 
the need for it has been obvious 
quite a while action to make the 
dream of building the Maternity 
hospital a concrete reality began 
only a short time ago. Official 
representatives of the area ap- 
proached one of our PIME fath- 
ers asking him to initiate the 
project, and a generous donor 
to finance the cost of the same 
had been found by one of them, 
Mr. Edmund Gonsalvez, Dt. Mun- 
shif in Amalapuram. The re- 


quest could not be refused and 
Missionaries agreed to open a 
modern Maternity Hospital with 
32 beds in two years’ time. 


Indian Hindu offitials gathered be- 
fore the inspiring picture of The 
Sacred Heart to pledge further help 
for the expansion and maintenance 
of the maternity hospital. 


' ‘ 
i” ~ 
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The donor, Father Pagano, and the 
Minister of Health signing docu- 
ments at the dedication ceremonies 
of Amalapuram’s new maternity 
hospital. 


Many of the distinguished 
guests attending our ground- 
breaking ceremony pledged their 
support and wholeheartedly 
agreed with the Minister's words 
“We should give them (the Mis- 
sionaries) as much help as we 
can even at the price of hurting 
ourselves.’’ Significantly he con- 
cluded his persuasive words by 
pointing to a picture of the Sa- 
cred Heart rendered by a local 
artist and repeated Christ's 
words: ‘Whatever you do to the 
least of these, my children, you 
do it for me.” Inspiring words, 
aren't they, but more moving 
when they are sincerely quoted 
by a Hindu official to a pre- 
dominantly Hindu audience. 
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Jungle drums beat to bring a message of life and 


DWec2a.t h 


IN PORTUGUESE GUINEA on 
west coast of Africa, even tele- 
grams could not compete in 
sending word, good or bad, more 
efficiently than the native Ba- 
lantas’ drums. And when it is 
a death notice that is sent, it 
seems that the word gets around 
to the parties concerned even 
more quickly. The despatch with 
which death is announced via 
the drums is indicative of the 
speed with which the Balantas 
arrange and indeed celebrate a 
funeral. 

When notified of the sad 
event, friends and_ relatives, 
some distance from the de 
ceased's village, immediately 
drop what they have been do 
ing and set out on their journey 
to attend the funeral. Those in 
the village of the deceased be- 
gin at once the preparations for 
the rites and feast honoring him 
or her who has just passed 
away. 

We may get the impression 
that the Balantas are just an 
xious to celebrate at the drop 
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of a hat but that would be un- 
just to this primitive people. 
They do plan their get-togethers 
when they can, but they have 
good reason for holding their 
funerals as quickly as possible. 
And that reason is climate. The 
high temperature and humidity 
accelerate decomposition of the 
body and burial consequently is 
i desirable before that process 
~ begins. 

Thus almost simultaneous with 
the deceased's last breath, and 
with the drums beating out their 
message of death, frantic prepar- 
ation has already begun for the 
funeral feast. The bereaved 
family immediately select and 
slaughter two or more of their 
herd of cattle, reserving the fore- 
legs of the first beast for the 
gravediggers, and rib cuts for 
those who will lower the body 
into its grave. The rest of this 
carcass as well as the others 
ate then cut up and grilled and 
will be shared by the mourners 
coming from near and far. The 
numbers of cattle slaughtered 
depend on the wealth of the fam- 
ily of the deceased. Our PIME 














































































ely § missioners tell us that there have 
do- § been occasions when twenty or 
ney § more have been readied to feed 
» in § funeral participants. 





And so while some of the 
family prepare for the needs of 
the living, others are reverently 
about their tasks of caring for 
thedead. The corpse is prompt- 
ly washed from head to foot and 
is then propped up in a sitting 
Position. If it be that of a man, 
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then into his hands is put a 
sword and on the wrist of his 
right arm are put as many 
wooden bracelets as men he has 
slain in intertribal disputes, and 
on the left wrist is affixed some 
symbol indicating his strength 
or facility in stealing. If the 
deceased be a woman, she too 
is propped up to a sitting posi- 
tion and a large gourd is at- 
tached to her head. A beaded 
necklace is placed about her 
neck to pay tribute to her ability 
as a housewife, mother of a 
family and director of the usual 
domestic household routine. 

When all the expected mourn- 
ers have presented themselves 
then the ritual of burial takes 
place and the body is lowered 
in the same sitting position into 
the grave facing east. Parents 
or relatives do not look at the 
corpse when they participate in 
the actual burial itself, filling 
only a portion of the grave at 
the back of the corpse. Others 
fill the remainder. 

Sorrow over the loss of a loved 
one notwithstanding, close rela- 
tives of the one just buried must 
now as quickly adjust them- 
selves to life again and to their 
obligations to the living. They 
must preside at the feast which 
immediately follows the burial. 
Primitive and unfeeling as the 
custom may seem to us, it may 
have its merits. But regardless 
of its merits, or demerits as we 
see them, it is all part of the 
Balantas’ cycle of life, and death 
if you will. 
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For MWHillions 
A FUEURE 


IS in the plan shown by architect Victor Basso to 
PIME’s Provincial Superior, seated beside him, 

< Rev. N. Maestrini, and to PIME Fathers Boracco, 
Rossi, and Colosio standing. 


The plan is for the new PIME Seminary to be 
erected in Newark, Ohio. Within its walls an un- 
limited number of young men will be trained for 
the Missionary priesthood and _ brotherhood 

, through the years to come. 





Once trained there, new PIME priests and 
prothers will bring the message of Christian hope 
to millions in mission lands and with it a new and 
brighter future shining with Faith — true Faith. 

; 
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~~ 
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Will you be one to help bring this precious 

‘gift to many in foreign lands who are waiting for 
it? Kindly help build the PIME Seminary where 
| the bringers of this precious gift will be trained. 


The following is a list of items to be memorial- 
bd in the new building and though the amounts 
over more than the actual costs of the items 
ed, they will help defray the expense of other 
nishings which cannot be readily memorialized: 
a + - 6 8 6 «6 6 6 ce 6 
See ee 
me Altars (2). .... 2... 2,500 
min Altar Tabernacle ..... . 2,000 
Damen Crucifix ....:2e.es 1 
ws « « « & « 8 ee eee 
pel Windows (6) . . . . . each 500 
ions of the Cross (14) . . each 400 
300 


Ww 


Missionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul 
A, 121 East Boston Blvd. _ Detroit 2, Michigan 
4° 


My 5 Dear Fathers: 


zo 


Bo® > 0 CN Bee 
for ___________§___ in your new Seminary 
N 
oy i to be erected in Newark, Ohio, 


PIME Name - 


Address — Se 
CI iicsiiniceeeniconinicsecninnl cas 











Buddhist reaction to the first Eucharistic 


Congress in Burma as expressed by one 


of that country’s leading periodicals. 
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Burmese Catholics made 


6000 IMPRESSION 


Re only cardinals many of us 
have heard of are Cardinals of 
books and, from the back door, 
of Wolsey and Richelieu or Ma- 
zarin. And so hearing the first 
Indian Cardinal at the first Na- 
tional Euharistic Congress in 
Burma should be a pride not 
only to our Catholic friends but 
all the rest of us who are not of 
that persuasion. 


Catholicism is more than a 
mere collection of dogmas, it is 
a way of life, and a way that 
appeals to us who are Buddhists 
by strangely similar lines of 
thought. Though fundamentally 
different from Catholics we, like 
them, extol the celibate and 
monkish state of life against the 
secular. Like the Catholics, we 
Buddhists too regard strict ab- 
stinence from worldly pleasures, 
mortification of the flesh as nec- 
essary for gaining higher moral 
status. To add to this. Cath- 
olics, like us, have an eleborate 
titual, a fine sense for the value 
of symbolism and rubrics, and 
the necessity for veneration of 
telics of saints. 

Anyway all these facts, if they 
cannot make Catholics of us, 
should endear us more to the 
practices of these 40,000 people 
who are celebrating the first 
National Eucharistic Congress to 
be held in this country today. 

The French have a saying to 
effect that to understand is to 
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forgive; perhaps if we properly 
understand why Catholics be- 
lieve, and why they are taking 
all this trouble to celebrate this 
Congress, we might appreciate 
them more. 


And so this comment. 

At this time in human history, 
when forces of materialism are 
rampant everywhere, when peo- 
ple not so much disbelieve in 
religion but hate it and regard 
it fashionable to go about pre- 
tending that they have none, it 
is good to learn that there are 
still some, who prefer the old 
and truer way even though we 
may not quite agree with them 
in many other respects. 


When we opened the Sixth 
Buddhist Synod just a little un- 
der two years back, we laid the 
foundation to the fact that we 
value and honor religious val- 
ues, and regard them far supe- 
rior and more immediate to mun- 
dane ones. The sentiments of 
Catholics who have come from 
all parts of the world, from all 
parts of Burma travelling under 
strain and difficulties to attend 
this Congress, are not different. 

We understand them, we ap- 
preciate them. Though our 
means are various, our goal is 
the same. If the celebrations of 
the National Eucharistic Con- 
gress are another step towards 
the benediction of Burma, our 
good wishes go with it. a 
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His brother’s death notwithstanding, Eliodoro Faréonajo 
still wanted to be a missionary and wrote to the <; 


Bishop of northern Burma: 


send : 
Me 


by J. Pollio, PIME | 


“SEND ME my brother's 
chalice,” Eliodoro Farronato 
wrote the Bishop of Kentung,.“'! 
want to have it in the celebra- 
tion of my first Mass and there- 
after as a daily reminder of the 
sacrifice made by one of my own 
flesh and blood.” 
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Several months were needé 
for the journey of the Chalice tt 


the PIME Seminary at Ducenid 
from the almost impenetrable 


forests of Burma where Elio 
brother Anthony had met deal 


from the black fever, alone am 
without the consolation of {& 
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last Sacraments. And on the 
day of its arrival while opening 
the package containing the sac- 
red vessel, it was no mere co- 
incidence that his own words 
spoken on the even of his broth- 
ers departure for the Burmese 
missions kept ringing in his ears. 
“I'll catch up with you yet,” he 
had promised Anthony. 

This was not just teen-age 
bravado. More than a boast, it 
was a promise. Elio had sworn 
to it with a kiss of Anthony's 
newly acquired mission crucifix. 
No, the brother’s death would 
not interrupt Elio’s plan to be- 
come a missionary in Burma, “I 
wanted so much to work with my 
brother at Mong Yong, but since 
he is gone, I will go there to take 
his place and if we cannot work 
together, we can at least be 
buried side by side in the same 
cemetery.” 

Elio was ordained by Cardi- 
nal Shuster at the Cathedral of 
Milan in September 1934 and in 
August of the following year 
was indeed aboard ship sailing 
for Burma. On arrival, his su- 
petrior, the Bishop of Kentung, 


assigned him the territory of 
Mong Yong which had been en- 
trusted to his brother years be- 
Miore. A prayer at Anthony's 
Mgtave began twenty years of 
fruitful Apostolic activity. 

Many years of study and ob- 
servation passed and Father 
Elio became so familiar with 
e ang ocal customs and dialects that 
mhe was recognized and accepted 
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as a pillar of the community. 
No dispute among the Burmese 
tribes was too small or too large 
that Father Elio Farronato could 
not effectively arbitrate and 
bring about some healthy and 
satisfactory solution. 

At one time, reacting against 
the oppression of the Myoza or 
local chieftain, the villagers of 
nearby Mong Song staged a raid 
on the Myoza’s own village 
with the help of Chinese soldiers 
who had fled across the Chinese 
border seeking refuge in Burma. 
The countryside would have be- 
come ablaze with anarchy had 
not Father Elio stepped into the 
picture to straighten out the 
difficulty. Through his persua- 
sive efforts, the Myoza agreed 
to leave the area and the Chi- 
nese too agreed to return to their 
land across the border. 


But World War II reached in- 
to the northern provinces of 
Burma and its then British over- 
seers interned the Italian Mis- 
sionaries as citizens of an enemy 
axis power, among them, Father 
Farronato. They were confined 
to several concentration camps: 
Katapahar in Bengal, Deoli in 
the desert of Rajputana and fin- 
ally Dehra Dun in the Himalaya 
mountains. In each Father Far- 
ronato was unsparing in his ef- 
forts to make the other Fathers 
comfortable but at Dehra Dun 
he himself was close to death's 
door as a result of a burst ap- 
pendix. Almost miraculously he 
recovered and in 1944 with the 
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other Fathers was released to 
resume his missionary works. 


After two years as a hospital 
aide at the PIME hospital at Bez- 
wada, Father Farronato returned 
to Kentung and the Bishop as- 
signed him td Mongshat where 
he began rebuilding mission 
structures destroyed by the late 
war. This in a period when all 
Burma was torn by civil strife 
was no easy task. Visiting all 
the Christian villages under his 
wing taxed every bit of his in- 
genuity. Recalled to the Vicari- 
ate headquarters at Kentung in 
September 1955 to complete 
translations of much needed 
works in native dialects, gos 
pels, prayers and hymns, Father 
Farronato did not enjoy the 
usual scholarly seclusion needed 
to accomplish this. From this 
mission outpost he wrote to his 
cousin, Don Natale: the house 
and church have been taken 
over and Chinese soldiers are 
nearby wherever I may turn. 
While I do my best to do good 
for them, they are constantly 
contriving michief to make 
things miserable. 

By the 10th of December the 
translations were complete and 
ready for our PIME press at 
Toungoo. Again in his first mis- 
sion area of Mong Yong, and 
with his brother's memory to 
spur him on, Father Farronato 
again plunged into the impos- 
sible task of bringing the peace 
of God into the border area be- 
leagured by bands of Chinese 


JULY-AUGUST 1956 


Nationalist guerrillas who had 
fled from Red-controlled China 
and who had taken refuge in 
Burma, this side of the border. 

Frequently on his visits to the 
villages not far from Mong Yong, 
Father Farronato encountered 
these soldier refugees and his 
medical knowledge was enlisted 
to care for sick and injured mem- 
bers of their unruly bands. After 
one such errand of mercy when 
he did not return within a rea- 
sonable amount of time, Burmese 
soldiers quartered at Mong Yong 
for the purpose of trying to main- 
tain order in the troubled area, 
went in search of Father Far- 
ronato. Arriving at the Shan 
village of Monghaw where they 
knew he had stopped while be- 
ing led to care for the Chinese, 
they discovered his body. There 
was a rope about his neck and 
deep wounds had been inflicted 
on his head. Like his much loved 
brother, Father Anthony, Elio- 
doro Farronato too had met 
death alone and without the 
consolations of the last Sacra- 
ments. 


Eliodoro had indeed caught 
up with his brother, Anthony, 
and lies today beside him in the 
little cemetery of Mong Yong. 
Both drank deeply from the same 
chalice of love at the Mass and 
their sacrifice coupled with that 
their God made man, is indeed 
promise of a rich harvest yet 
to come in that newly independ- 
ent country of Southeast Asia, 
Burma. 
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Sometimes 


you cant do it yourself 


and you need expert advice for one or several 
jobs to give your home that ’56 look. 


At such times let 


SLAVIK MODERNIZATION 


of 20060 James Couzens 


help you with your remodeling problems. 
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How much longer must my people and | be 
exiles and remain apart from the Mystical Bod 
Christ? We long for the coming of the missionary 
will open for-us the doors of Eternal Truth. 

Could ‘‘he” be you? Could they be waiti 
you? 

If you feel drawn to the Missionary Priesthe 
Brotherhood, why not consider joining the ranks 
Missionaries of Ss. Peter and Paul who form one of 
oldest Mission sending Societies of the Church and 
have been working so courageously in my cou 
more than one hundred years. For more info 
write: 

VOCATIONS DIRECTOR, 
MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL 
121 East Boston Boulevard Detroit 2, 





